for sorrow. ]
Dr. Bethune resigned a couple of ;-

important posts in Montreal at phe L
outbreak of the Franco vevolt apd
made medical history by organizing
a blood transfusion service operat-
ing with blood that was bottled,
sent to points near active fronts ;x
and preserved in refrigerators for
periods up to two weeks for emer-
gency use. Lives of hunc_lreds of sol-
diers who might have died qf sh'o.ck
were saved by prompt gvaﬂabll}ty
of blood for transfusion, which
could not otherwise have been ob-} |
tained in time to be of value. The
same principle is heing developed
for use in the second Great War.

Was Anti-Fascist

AN WHO SAVEL
MANY LIVES HAS
DIED IN SERVICE

‘

Dr. Norman Betlune Succumbs
of Blood Poisoning

in China .

Romantic Career Marked By
High Endeavour—Rela-

tives in Hamilton Militantly anti-fascist, Dr. Beth-

Press une made little effort to be popu-

(By Ted Farah, Canadian % lar with his co-workers. ot of
Stafs Writer) 1 When he was appointed chief o

Toronto, Nov. 27. — (CP) — I 4y division of thoracic surgery at

trange places there was mourning gacre Couer hospital in e ioeal.
st
to-day for Dr. Norma;

n Bethune, he spoke no French and 22 doctors
the picturesque Canadian SUrgeon virtually no English. At the end

almost upon arrival and headed tor
Paris. He was there for a couple of
days, spent all his money and took
six more days making his way back
‘to camp.
Family of Physicians

Dr. Bethune's ancestors were
‘hereditary physicians to Lords of the
Isles (Skye). His grandfather was

and nurses in his department spoke

‘!.eign pattle-

grounds W ith:
his famous
blood transiu-
sion service and
died of blopd
noisoning while
ministering to
the Chinese St.h
route army
far - off Shansi
province. A
cable from
China received
in New York
during the
week - endh said
. Bethune; 3
]r,’?il:ed n Wupgi— DYF'.Q?S‘-.%?“(En;‘; s
of an in- !
ngtiilon received ai‘ger hg cut hlmE
self with a surglcal mstrux;len
while operating. H}s age was 49. o'
An intimate friend here, w‘o
went through the Spanish C}lvﬂ gflax;
with Dr. Bethune, on 1@armr;g V\h;a,
nappened, said: “It’s just like fcn
to cut himself and not bother to
‘St%?.m%eltthune’s best friends were
not those you might expect for &
brilliant surgeom.
Children Saddened .
and girls in Montreal w 0
ex]‘?:gsed thegir means 9f selt;ex:
pression at the children’s art ;ene
tre he founded and feqmpped, welrl
saddened at the passing cf the 1-{1;1_
with the iron-grey hair, the "s1 eO
purns and piercing eyxeli ewho was s
s in their presence.
ha.gglbdi:;s of thg first Great War,
the Spanish Civil war and the qu;
Japanese conflict wh'o owe ‘cheln
Lives to his surgical skill had reaso

© Some problem

of lives on for- vo vears Dr. Bethune still was

o by 3&1;;)‘;2 lio speak French, but the
22 members of his staff all spoke

ish.

Engils Bethune claimed he had no
flair for languages. In Spain, when
he worked with foreign doctors, he
communicated with them throueh

signs or interpreters untj

leazined English. Al they
“If they want to talk to m

;I;%r’ll have to learn English,” heé
id. : ’

It is not known definitely
) , bui
brésumable he followed this5 same
g;)zl'i;y. niggcshina, where he wens
Iy in to establish i
Inission under onsorsnis

the sponsorshi
'the American L rship o

Sev 1Noted Inventor
eral months ago he was re
}Jorted missing, but turned up safe
b}geind x’g defveloped he had simpl
ou ° . A aas
his bas communication wit
Dr. Bethune was a
$ surgeon
ch}@derably more than ogrcginax?
a lh!;y. He wa nventor of sever:

nts which to-da
At one time, h
eedlework to de
ty gf his finger:
. eporter met
getl.lune in the summer of 1937Di]‘
aris, he was on g furlough fror
Spain. Friends saiq his  nerve
Wwere bothering him and he neede
gu 1jes$. Dr. Bethune indicateg
Tring a day of loafing at sidewali
cafe§ and attending ~ the Frenct
tepms championships, that every.
thing wag running smoothly itk
the “blood trust” in Madrid ang T
Wwas itching to move on to some-
thing new. He Wwas restless unless
absorbed all his

are widely used.
Practised fancy n
velop the dexteri

When this r

energy.

His adventurous spiri i ‘
‘ Pirit was i-
cated.by the story he told of blenigig
the.fu‘st Canadian soldier to visit
Paris, He went  overseas ag a
stretcher-bearer in the first Cana-

dian contingent, took French leave

a prominent Toronto surgecn. Dr.

Bethune was born at Gravenhurst,
Ont., son of Rev, Malcolm Nichol~
son Bethune, Presbyterian minister,

He studied medicine at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, went overseas
| before his course was completed,
but was wounded at Ypres in 1915
and returned to he graduated in the
spring of 1916. He then enlisted in.
the Royal Navy and served until
the armistice as surgeon-lieutenant
aboard H.M.S. Pegasus. He was
appointed provincial medical officer
of the Royal Canadian Air Force
in 1920. He later went to Edin-
burgh university, obtained his F.R.
C.S., studied in Vienna and return-
ed to Canada in 1924.

He suffered a breakdown in 1926
and, because he had a lung condi-
tion, he studied thoracic surgery
and became a specialist. He also
treated himself successfully.

He was 2 member of the council
of the American Association of
Thoracic surgery and author of
more than a score of articles which
appeared in medical journals. Be
married once and was divorced,

Dr. Bethune was last in Hamilton
visiting his mother, Mrs. E. A.
Bethune, at her home, 515 Dun-
durn street south, on June 14,
1937, At that time he had just
returned from Spain, Other imme-
diate relatives who survive him
are his brother, Malcolm G., mana-
ger of the Sovereign Life Assur-
ance company, who lives with his
mother, and a sister, Mrs. T. K.

Styles, of Kitchener,




