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Toronto, Nov. 27 . --. (CP) -- In

strange places there was mourning

to-day for Dr . Norman Bethune,

the picturesque Canadian surgeon

who saved hundreds of lives on forA

'. eign b a t t l e- ,_... ..:.. .:.:;*;::.. . :: ::::-~.::;:;. ;.;::.:. ....
grounds

	

w i t h
his famous
b 10 o d transfu-
sion service and
died of blood
poisoning while
ministering t a
the Chinese 8th
route army in
far - off

	

Shansi
province . A
cable from
China received
in New York
during the
~iseek - end

	

said
Dr . Bethune
died in Wupai-
shan of an in-
fection received after he cut him-
self ~svith a surgical instrument
1'<=bile operating. His age was 49 .
An intimate friend here, 4vha

went through the Spanish Civil wa .r
with Dr . Bethune, on learning what
happened, said : "It's just like h~m
to cut himself and not bother to

" sterilize it :'
Dr. Bethune's best friends were

not those you might expect for a
brilliant surgeon,

nr . Norman Bethune,
F .Ii .S .C . (Eng .1

Children Saddened
Boys and girls in Montreal who

extended their means of self-ex-
pression at the children's art cen-
tre he founded and equipped, were
saddened at the passing of the man
with the iron-grey hair, the side-
burns and piercing eyes who va= ;3s so
happy in their presence.

Soldiers of the first Great Wax,
the Spanish Civil Ft=ar and the Sino-
Japanese conflict who owe their
lives to his surgical skill had reason

for sorrow .
Dr . Bethune resigned a couple of

important pasts in Montreal at the
outbreak of the Franco revolt and
made medical historJ' bY organizing
a blood transfusion service operat-
ing with blood that was bottled,
sent to points near active fronts
and preserved in refrigerators for
periods up to two weeks fox emer-
gency use . Lives of hundreds of sol-
diers who might have died of shock
were saved by grampt availability
of blood for transfusion, which
could not otherwise have been ob-
tained in time to be of value . The
same principle is being developed
for use in the second Great War.

~Tas Anti-Fascist
Militantly anti-fascist, Dr . Beth-

une made little effort to be popu-
lar with his co-workers.
When he was appointed chief of

the division of thoracic surged= at
Sacra Couer hospital in Montreal,
he spoke no French and 22 doctors
and nurses in his department spoke
virtually no English. At the end
of two years Dr . Bethune still was
unable to speak French, but the
22 members of his staff all spoke
English .
Dr . Bethune claimed he had na

flair for languages. In Spain, Evhen
he worked with foreign doctors, he
coxr~municated with them throtzeh

signs or interpreters until theylearned English .
"If they twant to talk to me,they'll have to learn English," hesaid.
It is not known definitely, butpresumable he followed this samepolicy in China, where he wemearly in 1935 to establish a medicomission under the sponsorship othe American League for Peacrand Democracy, He was accompanied to China by Nurse JeaiEwen, of Winnipeg,

Noted InventorSeveral months ago he was reported missing, but turned up safelY and it developed he had simpl,been out of communication t~=it:his base.
Dr. Bethune was a surgeon cconsiderably mor than ordinarability, He tva nventor of sever<surgical instruments which to-daare widely used. At one time, hpractised fancy needlework to develop the dexterity of his finger ;When this reporter met D~Bethune in the summer of 1937 isParis, he was on a furlough frorSpain. Friends said his nervewere bothering him and he neede~a. rest. Dr . Bethune indicateoduring a day of loafing at sidewallcafes and attending the Frencltennis championships, that everything was running smoothly witlthe blood trust" m Madrid and heryas itching to move on to some_thing new, He ~r=as restless unlesssome problem absorbed all hisenergy�

His adventurous spirit was indi-cated by the story he told of beingthe first Canadian soldier to visitParis, He went overseas as astretcher-bearer in the first Cana-dian contingent,_ took French leave

almost upon arrival and headed far
Paris. He was there fox a couple of
days, spent all his money and tack
six more days making his tvay back o
to camp .

Family of Physicians
Dr. Bethune's ancestors were

hereditary physicians to Lorcts of the
Isles (Skyei . His grandfather teas
a prominent Toronto surgeon . Dr .
Bethune was born at Gravenhurst,
Ont., son of Rev . NIalcolm Nichol-
son Bethune, Presbyterian minister,
He studied medicine at the Uni-

versity of Toronto, went overseas
before his course was completed,
but was ~~sounded at Ypres in 1915
and returned to be graduated in the
spring of 1916. He then exxlisted in~
the Royal Navy and served until
the armistice as surgeon-lieutenant
aboard H.iYLS. Pegasus . He was
appointed provincial medical officer
of the Royal Canadian Air Force
in 1920. He later went to Edin-
burgh university, obtained his F.R.
C.S ., studied in Vienna and return-
ed to Canada in 1924.
He suffered a breakdown in 1926

and, because he had a lung condi-
tion, he studied thoracic surgery
and became a specialist. He also
treated himself successfully,
He 4vas a member of the council

of the American Association of
Thoracic surgery and author of
more than a score of articles which
appeared in medical journals . He
married once and leas divorced,

Dr, Bethune was lasf in Hamilton
visiting his mother, Mrs . E. A .
Bethune, at her home, 515 Dun-
durn street south, on dune 14,
1937 . At that time he had just
returned from Spain, Other imme-
diate relatives who survive him
are his brother, 1VIalcolm G ., mana-
ger of the Sovereign Life Assur-
ance company, who i_ives with his
mother, and a sister, Mrs . °I', I~.
Styles, of Kitchener .
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