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- Cold-Blooded Murders
Tw : 1 Officers Charged Wit ;
wo Senior Japanese Nava 1ce | '
Honkong, Sept. 20, (Reuters)—| )
The “cold-blooded murder” of g5
or 70 men— survivors of the Britisi;.
motorship Behar—said to have been
bludgeoned unconscious and stab-
bed to death ahoard the Japanese ! e
heavy cruiser Tone in March 1944,1 o
Wwas  alleged vesterday at a war'’
crimes court when two senior Jap-

anese naval officers were charged

' with *‘responsibility for the mas-

sacre,” )
Accused were Rear Admiral Na-

lomasa Sakonju, commander of the,

"16th squadron of the Japanese

soulhwest avea fleet, and Captaini

LY
‘Haruo Mayazumi, commander oil
‘the Tone. :

i The prosecution alleged that ‘the

B
| Behar was ir_xtercepted by the 'I‘?ne . x
March 9, 1944, and sunk by gunf{re, &
1111 passengers and crew being ®

b
\picked up. .
On March 16, 1944, it was said
Sakonju ordered the Tone's cad-
tain to “dispose of all except 15 of
these survivors.” ' .

aa8-

Mayazumi defied the order how-
ere, the prosecutor said, and took
the survivors to Batavia, Java,
where he was allowed to land the
crew, 11 passengers and 20 Indians.

Sakonju again ordered Maya-
zumi to dispose of the remainder
and the Tope put out te sea where

rallegedly the other survivors were
killed. o
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