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Villagers Now Able to Fight tc
Protect Their Crops From
Looting Japanese

CHINA COMIUNETS |

1| mighth Route

rounding hills. BY DProgressivesy
whittling down the enemy forces
for a week on a sixty-mile retreat
the survivors were slain only a

oints. Alarm bells are Tung, the
people hide in the grain or retire
to the hills and the militia lays
mmes and booby traps. .The news
is relayed to other villages by
some simple expedients such as
signal fires or knocking down a
flagpole on a mountain top.

News about enemy forces offen |
is obtained before the actual start
from cooks and water carrlers ?.nd
even from puppet Chinese goldiers
in strongpoints tho work with the

rmy.
The state of alarm is constant,
because this is the harvest season,

safe.

| Piles of charred bones mark the
entrenched points where the Japa-
nese made stands and burned their.
‘dead. Japanese rifles,
trench mortars,

are now used by the.proud defend-
ers. The Army assists with addi-

PUPPET FORCES WEAKEN

{{when the Japanese invariably sally

Annihilated by Ambushes
on a Week’s Retreat

By Wireless t¢ THE NEW YORK TIMES.

WITH THE COMMUNIST
EIGHTH ROUTE ARMY, in Shan-
si Province, Sept. 7 (Delayed)—
For six days correspondents have
been with operation wmits of
China’s Communist-led army in
country that has passed many
times from Chinese to Japanese
hands and back again.

Instead of the flourishing settle-
ments west of the Yellow River,
where the people are reaping the
fruits of - years of education and
are steadily increasing production,
here are villages where peasants
tell of Japanese atrocities with
somber faces that brighten only
when they recount how they de-
ceived the enemy or drove him out.
* The entrance to every village is
guarded by members of the Peo-
ple’s Militia in civilian garb with
every variety of captured Japanese
arms, from tommyguns to hand
grenades, and every variety of
local arms, from land mines
through muzzle loaders to red fas-
seled spears. When anyone ap-
proaches, some villager, often a
child or a woman who may be
herding sheep or spinning thread,
barg the way and demands a pass.

If there is any delay guerrillas
immediately appear from a neigh-
boring shack or a clump of trees.
There is no nonsense about passes.
Bveryone must show them, wheth-
er in uniform or out.

A brigade commander, who is
leading two companies of men
through the enemy lines to be
crossed .tonight, has had to dis-
mount often, show his papers and
stand docilely by while some rag-
ged 13-year-old counted the mem-
bers of the party and satisfied him-
self that they were covered by the

forth to loot. Men, women, sol- tional items and ammunition,
or 0 . , s

diers, guerrillas and militia mem-

king m the fields from: >
ggx;?nar:igrogfée;g dark to gather,-COmmanderS. of Eighth R_qu‘ge
thresh and conceal the crop. Army garrisons. When militia
1";;3 “Jabor exchange,’ which by units are first formed their mem-
collective working in fields saved bers go into action with the regu-

many man-hours when the Com- lars, one or two being placed in

R AL
day’s march from their fortified  The fighters ma
line, where they would have beellgggier by promist
iment and

Charred Bones Mark Battles port to bring
sonal effects O

pupp
highway

pistols, n .

machine gums, pets. are
blankets, overcoats and haversacks dispirited men

,info service by th nese. "I
are as different from the well in.

Military instruction of militiamen ' forme
is one of the obligations of the they
species.

has a blackboard

H unit.

munists were around, has different éach squad of soldiers. When they

‘|forms here, adapted to.front-lin,e
‘ltroop conditions. One is a labor
T —

exchange between. militia troop
and civilians. The former wor
on peasants’ fields as well as theit
own during the cuiet season
V_Vhen they are mobilized for ac-
tion the people clear their harvests
as well as their own so the fight-
ers are not worried when they go
out to scout, hold off or harass
the enemy.

There also is labor exchange be-
tween neighboring villages as well
as individual peasants so that a)
village whose livestock is looted’
and whose men are killed can still
plow, sow, reap and thresh.

The individual farmer once had
to cut his crops and thresh them
and then store the grain. Now,!
yvith‘ peasants and fighters work-
ing in a common labor pool, these
operations proceed simultaneously,
different groups specializing m
-‘gach. The time for clearing, sow-
ing and storing the harvest has
thus been reduced from two
‘months to less than two weeks.
. The result is that in the Hsing-
'hsien district the Japanese, who
killed 1,384 peasants and stole
6,879 piculs [a picul is 1331/3|
‘pounds] of grain and 466 cattle in|
the looting campaign of 1940, got
Hess each succeeding year till last
lyear they killed forty-eight civil-:

iand eighty-three cattle.

During the same period the la-
bor exchange has increased the cul-
tivated area and total crop yield

have more to eat than before and

sjturn to teach the rest of the sub-

llans and stole 247 piculs of grain;

to above the pre-war-level so even |ferior e
]after campaign losses the people are demoralized. The lack of men

gain confidence and knowledge
they go into action independently
under their own elected com-
manders.

Eighth Route Army officers say !
that at first they had to teach the
militia but that now they often find
themselves learning from the mili~
tia’s ingenuity and knowledge o
local conditions. The mil#
only within a radius ofbt@enty
miles of its own village Wit other-
wise the distinctions between it
and the regular army are rapidly
being obliterated and equal tasks
are being entrusted.

Two companies of regulars here

rare returning to the enemy’s rear
slafter two months of duty with a
“|training regiment at the Shansi-
| Swiyuan border region headquar-
|ters under a system by which one
i[company from each sub-region, of
-|which there are eight in this area,
| undergoes instruction at headquar-
titers semi-annually. The training
ancorporates recent experience,
new enemy tactics and preparation:
JHor new tasks. Then the men re-

5

region. .

The companies cross many en-;
emy blockade lines coming andf
going and bring their own arms.
Sixty-four per cent of the rifles,
47 per cent of the trench mortars
and all heavy machine guns were
rcaptured from the Japanese and
puppet Chinese.

The Japanese still fight stub-
bornly despite the fact that garri-
sons now consist mostly of under-
age and overage reserves with in-
quipment, but the puppets

| enemy, ‘SC
stich a8

‘head of cattle, not one

de the surrender
ng good treat-|.
offering their own {rans-
the families and per-|
f the capitulating
ots from a village near thel
blockhouse, thus protect-
from reprisals. The pup-
pedraggled, bewildered
who. were pressec
e Japanese. ‘They

g them

s as thougk

d, happy fighter
; harpy a different

pelonged to

out village here
bearing the laggsg
r1d and Chinese news, suppiie
'\g; radio men of the nearest Army
Here, a few miles from the
arred walls bear slqgan§
+“Pown with fasas(rln!
at the side of “Combine px:o luc-
tion with the armed struggle” and
“Defend the harvest!” Not one,
ounce of

Fach burned-

grain for the enemv?”

-

document. Children are entrusted;

dependently.

with this duty because they often! In 1942 about 1,400

are the only villagers who canf
read.

Enemy’s Moves Are Reported

If the enemy moves, the people
in the nearest village are imme-
diately informed by mounted
scouts who are posted almost at

person
turned out here to help the Arm

'the fall campaign in 1943 more
th_an 26,000 turned out in a distriet
with a population of 95,000, Last
year a Japanese unit of more tha@

the gates of Japanese garrison

porary encirclements from the-sur-

conviction of efficiency for the
production struggle has increased
the number of peasants participat-
ing in the armed engagements i
coordination with the Army or in-

by carrying food and wounded. In|

compels the Japanese to garrisonl
many blockading forts with pup-
pets and the Eighth Route Army ].S}
engaged in an offensive to elimij-
nate these and, by maintaining the
initiative through the harvest sea-|
son, to tie the Japanese down to
garrison points.

Yesterday and this morning
fighters within a few miles of here
‘captured two strong points with
,100 puppets. In the first they cap-
{tured the puppet captain who com-

¥

and surrender because they were
surrounded. bv superior forces.
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