
of the main United States' :supply Part at Seattle:- 'The 3apa-~'nese have a 2,850-mile haul from'' Yokohama:
The United States command has!'more and bebter bases supportingits spearhead. Dutch Harbor; 465miles away, -backs up the Andrea-I'nafs . The closest major Japanesebase is Paramushiru, 760 miles off.In addition, the United States hashalf a dozen major bases in back ofDutch Harbor, plus an :alternate,proteeted supply route via the Alas-ka Highway and Fairbanks .
To the south, the" distances alsofavor the United States. Midway is1;600 miles away from the Andrea-nofs: bVake, 2,350 miles away, is thecloest Japanese base to the south, ,giving American forces the advan-Itape of flank interception against athrust from that sector.
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gree, have : taken a fearful,: pastingThe 180th meridian divides .the from United States bombers . TheEastern and Western Hemispheres Jap -is hanging on grimly to 'pre- !and the Japanese and United States cipitous
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The furthest west United ~ _States base, so far as known, is in

	

.the Andreanof Island group . Theeast-west meridian almost exactlyseparates them-

	

-
This "front" is a mid-link in thechain of islands stretching from theAlaskan mainiand,to Japan proper .Tile over-water hops betweenislands average 50 to 100 miles, withone exception-the big gap betweenAttu aiid Paramush2ru, northern"most of the Japanese Kuriles .

I ahead on the landing field, at Kiska.Completed-and usable,it would givethe Japanese a roost for landPlanes : They nave heretofore beenrestricted t flooat planes.
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that Kiska and Attu are beingbombed up to 15 tunes daily, navycommuniques have made a clamseem positively talkative . There hasbeem> no hint of landing operationsin the `no man's islands" betweenKiska and the Andreanofs .The stakes are high . A 200-mile! "advance by United States forces to'recapture Kiska and Attu would setthe . Japanese back on th eir heels athousand mileswest to Paramushiru.The war would be in their hemis-~itere then, and the threat to IAlaska inherent in a Japanese baseon Kiska would be eliminated .+ +w y
The Ifuriles would be the next Itop on ts

	

he road to JaNot

	

Pan proper.a few s~rategats hold th ta thisshort route offers ° ;definite advan-toI ges over the Southn-esg pacific ap-proach to Japan.
It is half as far from UnitedStates bases and supply ports. Itoffers more potential havens foraircraft. Just as- the Japanese canhop fighter aircraft into the ,SouthPacific along an island chain ; socould the United States ferry. fight-,~Er' along the North Paifi ;cc :h.igh-waq.

It is only 7pp miles from Para-mushiru to Hokkaido, northern.
islands,cf

the -"main" Japanese
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the front ;I where hemispheres meet may de-cide this summer ~;'nether the ;I eventual invasion of Japan movesin from the north 4r south : Ifj Kiska and Attu are regained, they,,~ will be potent arguments for the-1,r nor~hern approach,
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