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Johnson
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To Lick Subs

By KEN w, MacTAGGART

Halifax, June 14. — “We can be.
satisfied ith nothing short of!
total . accomplishment,” said the
quiet-spoken former school teacher.
“And you may say we have opened
the umbrella aver the entire North
Atlantic.” '

Air Vice-Marshal G. O. Johnson,
M.C, Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Air Command, whose
Job is the aviation end of the com-
bined Canadian, British and United
States anti-submarine operations in
the Northwest Atlantie, is a chunky,
square-built permanent force officer
who has spent 25 years learning the
best way to do the job he is‘
handling now. \ l‘

It was in 1917 that he quit teach-;x
Ing school at the age of 21 to be-
ctome a fighter pilot. After’ the
‘war ended he filled a succession of
Increasingly important posts, with
Intermissions at such schools as the
Royal Air Force Staff College and

ihe Imperial Defense College, until
last January, when he came to the
east coast as Air Officer Command-
ing, to which words “in Chief” have-
been added. [
Is Fitted for His Joh.

Those two words mean that all
United States military and naval
aircraft in the Northwest Atlantic,
Including Newfoundland, are now
added to his operational direction,

Likg Rear-Admiral L. W, Murray,
Commander-in-Chief of the North-
west  Atlantic, Air Vice-Marshal
Johnson is 47 years old. Like Mur-

ray, his whole history as a perma- |

nhent force officer has fitted him for
the command which he now holds.
That job is to see that aircraft pro.

vide the patrol and convoying serv-
ice which, combined with naval sur.
faee forces, will rob Hitler's U-
boats of the merchant ship prey
they seek,

“It is a specialized type of flying,”
said Air Vice-Marshal Johnson in
his moderate-sized, plainly furnished
office at the heart of Eastern Air

Command headquarters. The desk ! d

In front of him wag bare except for
2 single file of correspondence and
memoranda.  Behind him hung a
small framed citation from the
Polish Air Force, awarding him the
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e
are getting more. But we also m?xnstz
not detrac_t from the flow of men
and machineg who are handing it
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War Started Wrong Place,

“Yes. When wap broke out I
ﬂ'zg Westem Air Commang (};ﬁ

in‘ Jobs like this,
‘It's an interesting Commangd
! , Ve
interestmb. And we fee] it is iz?j
bortant, Men and ships must get

&reat Planning, both in )

equipment yge, We mus;nn%t ?gg
the efficienc,v of either, We mus‘t
geek utr{zost efficiency, for instance
by keeping Crews together so thes;
funection as one, £ must alse ad-
Just theip schedules 5o that men are

gift of the wings of that force.
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