Resistence by Axis
Stops When Messina

Falls o Americans

Ey DANIEL DE LUCE
Algiers, Aug. 17 (AP)~The 08

1 muddle.
The entire Sicilian campaign had,
nardly cost more Allied lives than;
the final three weeks of the opera-iwesy Africen and Middle Eas
| forces was thrown inte the s
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Gen Dwight D. Eisenhower had a ' the Italian {oe with bombaramients,

vuinerable Italy squarely in the

tions 1n Nerth Arfica, and each of
the outfits engaged had emerged
ready for new and harder tests.
There was no announcement on
the number of prisoners taken.
(The Canadian [orces did net
take part mm the final phase of
the Sicilian campaign.)
1 Claim All Evacuated.
The Germans conceded that the
i battle for Sicily was over and de-
yclared in their broadcast commu-
+mague that all their forces had been

day battle for Sicily ended today! evacuated even while Allled head-

with the fall of Messina to Ameri-
can troops whe stormed through
i the hillside streeis of the anaent
|r:1ty and then established contact
ywith the British 8th Army com-
| mg up from the south, Allied head-
,quarters announced tomight.

Ax1s resistance ceased.

The stirring finish, however, only

appeared to have set the stage
for the next operalions against Eu-
rope.
% Almost simultaneously with the
announcement of the end of the
lSicilian campaign, a large forma-
tion of four-motored bombers reach-
red across the Mediterranean from
{recently established bases and gave
{ Southern France :ts first bomib-
mng.

Isires Le Tube and Salon, the
{atter northwest of Marseille, were
blasted 1n a round trp which 1n-
volved at least 1,000 miles,

A special headguariers communi-
gue announcing Messina's capture
said simply*

“American troops capiured Mes-
sina early this morming. Some ar-
tillery fire 1s beimng directed on the
¢ity from the Italian manland”
Fire From Mamntand.

The Germans, nervously blowing
up installations on the exposed toe
of Italy m apparent fear of an ex-
tension of Allied amphibious cper-
ations, began pounng fire into Mes-
sina from 15-inch. and other bat-
teries stationed en the mamland
across the two-mile wide Straits
not long after Messima fell this
morning.

The Amertcans rushed up the
heaviest artillery in theiwr field bat-
teries and duelled with the Ger-
wmans.

Among Allied soldiers, airmen
and seamen Wwho were smashing
deep 1nio Italy's defenses, the ques-
ron was “where do we go from
here™’

From ‘the Sicilian springbeard

1
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I guarters waited. for word that the
llast disorgamzed and dejected
! enemy bands had been mopped up.

The latest reports said soldiers of}
' Maj~Gen. Lucian K. Truscoti's:
, American 3rd Division were crusi-j
(ing the last flickermg resistance)
1 hand-to-hand battle with trap-
| ped enemy nests in the city of 192,

1 000 while the Germans 1n the fading
'hours of dawn were desperately
striving  to  evacuate remaimng
troops. '

© In this task the enemy had got.al
 break Sunday night because an
almost complete eclipse of the moon
permitied many to get away on tht.
15-minute moior beat ride acress
two miles of water to Italy even!
though Allied warships swarmed
at the northern entrance to the
channel and swept through 1n re—'{
peated elforts to break up the|
movement.

Already 15S-millimetre artillery—,
the American “long toms’—duelled|
with 15-inch enemy batteries across,
the strait, while British destroyers)
had sighted the flame and smoke of‘
German demolitions on the southl

)

coast of the Italian toe,
Four Landings Made.

In the last 10 days the Americans
and British had executed four am-
phiblous landings behind the Axs
lines on hoth Sicilian coasts. These
demolitrons were the first indication:
that the Germans were making pre-
parations to withdraw farther north
up the Italian peninsula i case
the Allies’ sea-borne operations areg
extended to the mamnland m pursuit

' of the escaped foe. '
{Rome radio, in a broadeast re-
1 corded by the CBC mn Ottawa,
E said a large Allied invasion fleet
of barges, laden with troops am;lE
of

1 tanks, had Dbeen sighted
Catania, East Sicilian port.
Capt. Ludwig Sertorus, German
radio commentator, said Allied
ships, hitherfo employed in the
Fastern Mediterranean, had been
cbserved concentrated 1n several
Norih African and Sicilian ports,
leading io the assumption that
‘mew landing operations are to be
! starte@d agmin 1 the Western
* Mediterranean.”)
E British and American naval con-
cgentrations 1n the Mediterranean
| were the mosl ympressive of the
war, and they had laid firm hold of

choice of numerous objectives, rang- | Patrols. and submarine raids
Ing from the shores of Seuthern | reached from Cape Rizzuto ‘¢

i 3 h
| France to the shores of Greece, with ; heel of the boot to the Gunear Cape Rizutto

!

|Amer1cans were reported yeste
| to the goal.

formation of enemy forpedo hoats.
and American
souttunits carried ocut a similar mission
at the -northern entrance to Mes-|
sina Straif. |
One of the heaviest single .air,
operations was that by Middle East !
American heavy bombers, large for-
mations of which dropped 150 fons
of bortbs on the hg aw bese of
Fogga, the airdromes of Tortorella !
and San Nicola, and satellite fields |

on exposed beaches. These a) 't Southern Italy. ]
powerful ar fleets were 43 Flanes Shot Down. ;
steadily mncreased by new pla: The bombers stirred up s hor—l

When the next operation agnet’s next of experienced Axis
Furope is undertaken it 15 cefighters, nearly 100 of them, but
to be backed up by even more shot down at least 43. The raid cost
erful land, sea and air forces eight hombers.
ever before, and with the ki Viterbo airdrome, 45 miles north
Slc_ﬂy in thewr hands the Allies of Rome, also was it hard by
strike anywhere from Sou Northwest African bompers.
Fr'_ﬁnce to the Balkans. But the mam effori was agamst
The vanguard of Gen. Trus| Axys communications. At least. 10
division reached the outskirleyacuation barges were smashed to
Messina at 8 pan. Monday|pits and 16 others damaged. Four
fought its way inio the streetsd merchant ships were torpedoed,
hours later. | some so badly as to be considered
Lasi Rearguard Wiped Out. sunk, 1n forays which reached from

The last brief rearguard resis| near Imperia on the west mide. of
before Messina was reached the Guli of Genoa, past the miouth
stamped out at Spadafora San{of the Tiber, 1o 35 miles north of
tine, eight miles to the west Naples. _

It was an almost bloodles (The Admiralty in London also
mile sprint from Milazzo, wher, announced the smking of mine
ships by submarines operating i
waters around Italy.)

Air commanders said  the Ger-!
mans and Italians had lost nearly
2,000 awplanes m the effort to. de-|
fend Sieily snce July 1—1300 of
the arcraft captured en awrdromes’
the American 7th Army in risince the mvasion began at dawn,
days, the landing of sea-borne f July 0.
at Milazzo yesterday mormng, clear- |
ed the way for this spectacular dash.

Meanwhile, the stage was set for
the approach of the British 8th,
Army of Gen, Sir Bernard Mont-

Policastra, 100 miles
Naples.
Full Air Power,

The full strength of the D

g of reads, bridges, railway
airdromes i Southern Ifaly
effort to pin the enemy's es
Bicilian sarrison :into helples

The Germans we:
nied opportunity to scatter
usual mmefields or carry ou
maolitions. A German truck
was captured enroyte.

A third amphibiols operatio

gomery from the south by a fourth 149
laﬁdilng, a Commando aperation, WAR
which set the Brtish wvanguard
down at Sealpta, only eight gm.iles EUROFE AN -
south of Messina. ‘ 1929
Italian forces reperted detailed to
hold off Gen. Monigomery thus were ITALY
caught 1n a narrew bit of seashore. INTASION
The main British force was at
Santa Teresa. di Riva, about 20 miles SICILY

south of Messina, after repulsing a
counter-attack.
Pori Shelled, Vessels Sunlks,

The feverish activity of Allied
naval forces, announced in today's
communique, meluded a bhombard-
ment of Scalea an the Guif of Poli-
castre 1n which 1,000 shells were
sent screaming into the targeis
20 minutes, the sinking of a heavily
armored lighter and iwo escort craft
off Cape Bonifatl, to the south, 2-d
another blasting of Vibo Valentia
Marina, still further south.

British warships put to flight a
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