MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1939.

CANADA HAS DECIDED.

The Canadian Parliament has taken the|

inevitable step of proclaiming a state of war
with relation to the German Reich with a
‘unanimity which will be gratifying to the

people and ought to have a meaning to the

enemy,

This peaceful country, 3,000 miles distant
from the scene of conflict, which desires to
live on terms of amity with the whole world,
has spoken in its own right for human jus-
tice and equity, prepared to defend with life
“and its full treasure principles more sacred
- than life or material welfare. The solemn
" -decision reached was the echo of a nation’s
soul, torn by wholesale murder and brigan-
dage on land and sea and tyranny which
it could not in silence see imposed on others

~wishing to live undisturbed like itself.

" But, although acting of its own volition,
Canada has entered the war against oppres-
sion to support the Mother Country. With

one mind it is taking its place in upholding.

the solidarity of the British Commonwealth
of Nations.

The insignificant opposition in Parliament.
made a recorded vote unnecessary. In the

Commons Hon. Dr. Manion, Conservative
Leader, had carried his following to Britain's

side in a speech worthy of a place with

Laurier’s historic pronouncement as Opposi-
tion Leader in 1914. In the Senate Right
Hon. Arthur Meighen, Conservative Major-
ity Leader, proscribed criticism and called
on all to stand behind the Government. The
expected French-Canadian rebellion vanished
with Right Hon. Ernest Lapointe’s heartfelt
appeal for “Canada’s honor, Canada’s soul,
Canada’s dignity, Canada’s conscience.” Only
Mr. Wilfrid Lacroix stood up with Mr,

Liguori Lacombe for the non-participation
amendment, two French-Canadians who

gained eternal distinction by an attitude un-
worthy of their people and country. And
there remained the illusions of Mr. J. S.
"Woodsworth, in marked contrast with his
views in militant days, a dissident figure
in a party which prefers to fight for the
right. The aged C.CF. socialist alone in
‘Parliament rose to vote against the main
motion. .

Gratified as the people in general will
be that Parliament has ended the uncertainty
in a spirit that imolied the utmost of deter-




