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HEPBURN REPUDIATED
' BY TORONTO LIBERALS

SEND MR. KING WIRE|
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“{Ontarioc Government Tottered ||

}' on Verge of Defeat—
yk Railroaded Motion

MUCH RESENTMENT

1
| For a few tense minutes yester-

iday the Hepburn government totter-
ed on the verge of defeat, and even |
tvet Premier Hepburn is faced with:
an insurrection in the Liberal|
ranks which may topple him from!

the throne he ascended in 1934

Today there is talk of the formation .
of an Independent Liberal group. I
Te Toronto Central Liberal asso-
c1ation, through its president, Jonni
B. Cooper, today sent the following;
telegram to Premier King: *“The
Toronto Central Liberal associa-!
tion, not being in agreement with!
the vote of censure passed by the
Ontario legislature Thursday, Jan.
18, agamnst the federal government,
express their loyalty and devotion
to you as our leader and our un-'
shaken faith and confidence 1n the
ability of your government {o con-
duct the affairs of Canada in the
present conflict.” |
Corridors at Queen’s Park are
still seething following the ‘motion
censuring the federal government |
‘which the premier forced through
the House yesterday. Dissenting
members agreed among themselves !
that, had the issue been placed be- |
fore the House at a time when all
members were present, the govern-
ment would have been defeated,
automatically bringing: about the
resignation of Mr. Hepburn.. _

22 ‘Wouldn’t Vote

As it was, nine Liberal members
and one Independent Liberal bolted:
government ranks. Twenty-two |!
more of them were in the members!:
room, reportedly undecided whether|
to vote Mr. . Hepburn’s motion
down. -

They concluded, it was reported |
today, to refrain from voting en-
tirely. They agreed ‘they were
against the premier’s motion, but
at the same time “owed the premier |
a debt of gratitude for the manner
i which he brought the. Liberal
party- from oblivion to -office in
1934. )

Analyzing the vote, the members
pointed out that only 12 private
Liberal. members voted with the
government in its -censure of the
King administration. Out of the 26
Liberals. who supported the motion,
12 were .cabinet ministers, one was
the chief whip and another was a |-
member of the Hydro Commission.

“Why should we .criticize the
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i know *

deral government _untll we
fﬁl the facts?” one insurgent memti
ber demanded today. Why, I didn't!
even know the first division was on i

it s until after they;
Its way o like Ernest;

arrived, Surely, men 1lXe
Lapomnte, minister of justice, and,
Wallace R. Campbell, chairman of

i v know
the war purchasing board;
what they are doing. They are
just as anxious to -win the war as
anyone else, and’ person'a}ly I cemt;l
“find it in my heart to criticize them,
wheén ‘I{k’ne‘w ‘they are. doing the1r¥
'est-” : ‘ . ‘
"' ¥Hepburp’s Race Run”

“T pelieve Mr. Hepburn's race IS
run,” said another me.mber, “and if
anyone will get up in the House
and cross the floor I'll be right be-
hind him. Mitch has done a lot
‘for the Liberal party in the p.ast,
but now he is undoing everything.
Yes. there would be a lot of recruits

for an independent Liberal party if |

anybody would just start the ba}l
rolling. There was a revolt in

caucus last September which found |

him supported by only three mem-
bers, and if he had ever caucused
this issue there would have been
no doubt of ‘the result.”

" Mr. Hepburn’s move came as a
decided surprise to the members,
who strongly urged him to submit

the matter to caucus, even though
it would have meant adjourning the
House. However, the word came
back that “there isn’t time to hold

—_

.a caucus, the premier wants this.

“finished now.” ‘It was partly be-
-cause of this that 22 of the members
remained in their room while the
vote was taken. .

R. G. Croome, Rainy River, who
voted against the motion, told “The
‘Star today:: “I couldn’t vete for ihe
‘motion because I believe we should
know all the facts before we vote.
Perhaps, I am in the politieal dog-
house, but I've been in the doghouse
all my life, so that doesn’t change
things at all.” .

Keep Self-respect

“My mother told me this: there'é
.only one thing you can always

keep; and that is your self-respect,” |

sald another
members.

“I felt the premier was wrong on
this issue; that we should discuss
provincial matters of vital import-
ance and let those in authority at
Ottawa ask us for aid when they
needed it,” another member said.
“After all, they are just as inter-
ested in fighting for Canada as we
are and are mn a position to know
just what is the best course to take.
-All this talk in the legislature isn’t
going to do Canada any good, and
~will hinder, rather than help. So1l
-feel we should.do.what we were !
relected to do, instead of trying te
help the premier carry on his per~
sonal grudge against Premier King.”
Shortly after the vote was taken

of the insurgent

-

"| declared.
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1 mediately made his way 1o the i
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| Liberals in the. legislature for hi;
1 anti-King resolution.

| against. .the government, has n(inst he is-slowing personal’ jeal-

| direct challenge to Prentier Hey]
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yesterday, the premier was asked et - e
any action would be taken ’agair: E::‘,(ii[: ) :ﬁsig;:ge’ﬁi?gszs‘cute; “the:
the miembers who: voted against t. effectively, that it has met with a b
motion. His reply was that “it W .;pciderable measure of suceess|
every man for himsel and a large measure of popular
The insurgents, however, ma@e approval. Politics. is pldying .a|
quite clear they expected reprisi Iaf ge part in the Hepburn < Drew |
from the government. “Those thin| opposition, it is claimed.. =~ - !
are usually.administered quite pai|’ “The dominion government-is:not|
lessly, on-the surface,” two of the going to be diverted into any dog- ||
said. P .. | fight with Premier Hepburn,” said|
“You just don't get anything fi o siner cabinet miinister. “All we.
your constituents and you JUi..n do is go -on with our work of
don't get elected next time. HO‘.dirncting'the nation’s effort-toward
ever, we voted as our consciem wir;ning the war and maintaining}
told us to vote and.if the PM . .iional unity in this as far as pos-
doesn’t like it he knows what ¥ siple—anid let those who want to.
_can do.” : criticize. go ahead and eriticize”” .
“Dr. ‘Mickey’ Armstrong of Part” Ay for Premier Hepburn, the:
Sound, one of the 10 who Vot yjeyw. is veiced in cabinet -circles

yet resigned his post as assistaroysy and enmity for Prime Minister:
whip. As to whether he will, bging and other members of his
said, ‘It's much foo early to say.’ cabinet to dominate his relations

Dr. Armstrong arrived, smiliff with.the dominion government and
and alert, at Queen’s Park and ifl jts war -administration. " .

The feeling that Mr, Hepburn and
Mr. Drew were combining for a’
joint effort in the national political
' field has been taking ‘shape: in-
tederal cabinet circles for some
‘time. Today it crystallized into
open conviction, and the Dominion,
cabinet ‘would not be surprised. if
some announcement of this inten.
 tion is given in the near future by
the two provincial leaders. It iis
believed 'they are carefully t'iweigttra
burn’s leadersnip of the Ontari‘gigi rpila]zg:t :’Sfprg;es;of;?c 09 O
Liberal party. Federal ministers claim to know

They base their interpretation o that the attack .which Col, Drew
the fact that under ~guress of resig made on .the King government’s
nation threat, Mr. Hebburn manages war effort at the emergency ses-
to muster only a total of 26 out of 6! ston -of the Ontario legislature, was
Of the re)aunched with fu}l lglxovgledge '%1}112
maining 40, ten voted against‘me%pnr,’:;(g’:l ng'eIr:ieeI;n%st ego-q]fcrilr.ne oe
provincial premier, . one. re)‘fra.med.omin g in it, even ai that .early
from voting and the rest either) » BV

date. Developments since Hhave
xé;?;rlz%ie:ut or were absent from the cemed to warrant the view that

It is pointed out by a membperthe two plan-a drive for national
of the dominion government thaf

eral members’ room, as thoug
‘there had never been.any bread
- between: himself and the cabine

By H. R.. ABMSTRONG.
‘Ottawa, Jan. 19.—Federal- cabing
ministers see yesterday’s Ontari
legislature vote of censure of th
King governments war policy as

power-in-the next federal vote.
R " .

aside from the Hepburn govern- .
ment ministers themselves, only 1€ Herridge Comment
Liberal M.P.P’s voted for the Hep- g, w. D. Herridge, . leader -of
burn resolution. . the New Democracy which has been
“The vote of censure of the Kinggnjorced by the Social Credit Party,
administration, from the Liberal sie; reading a report of the Ontario
viewpoint, comes very close < proceedings, said: )
being a vote of want of confidence™ «yye must have .national service.
in Premier Hepburn by the Libera ;i "we have, ineffectiveness and
members of the legislature” sal;jofficiency are inevitable and our
a cabinet minister. “If a vote 01 . oiun war contribution is im-

glr?tarr?gk “?gfi mt(;szx thethgar:zs’jﬂpossible. 1 declared for national ser-

would be more pronounced against
Mr. Hepburn.” .

The dominion government inter-
prets the Hepburn-Drew drive
against the Xing administration’s
war policy as a direct bid. for na-
tional power by the Ontario prem:-
ier and Ontario Conservative lead
er. The feeling in cabinet cirgle
today is that in the next dominiox
election, Mr. Hepburn.and Mr
Drew will attempt to 1ead to powe|
a coalition government, with: them
selves at the head of it.

“When the election comes, th
people of Canada may have fi
choose between a Hepburn-Drev
union government and’the Kiny
administration,” a cabinet ministe
“It appears as . though
these two gentlemen are trying to

Conservative leader, out-of the pic-
ture altogether.” )
The King government feels it has.

push Hon. R. J..Manion, federal

vice when. war was declared.”

“Co-operating With - Britain”
‘Hamilton, Jan. 19.—One of the 18
Ontario Liberals who voted. agdinst
the Hepburn-Drew resolution criti-
cizing the King government, John
P. Mackay, Hamilton East, today
expressed. the opinion that the
Dominion -government is coroperat:
ing fully with the old. country.
John Newlands, Hamilton Centre,
suggested that the break will have
the effect of making it possible 1o
co-ordinate the war effort.
“I regret that the incident should
have developed.” said Mr, Mackay.
«] -think the King government is
more or less co-operating with the
old country.” :




