CAPT. GAUTHIER
ISNOT GUILTY

Court-Martial Frees
One of Four.Officers

Quebec, Deco 15 (CPY. - - Capl.
Pierre Gauthier, mamber of Parlia-
ment  for Portneuf, was avquitted
kv a geuneral court maitial today

of a charge of coaduct prejudicial,

to good order anc mulitary discip-
line in that he accepied $10 from
“Pie. Georges Fortin while in the
‘performance of military duties,
After Crown Prosecutor Li.-Col.

Laval Fortier and Defense Counsel’

Antomme Rivard had made their clos-
ing addresses, in which Nr. Rivard
asked that Capl. Gautlbier be freed.
the cowrt adjouraed for about 13
rainwies and when they returnec,
Brig J. A, Leclaire, head of  the
court, announcved that the court,
“after serious study, has decided

that Capt, Gauthier is not guilty "
~of the charge and is immediately

. liberated.”

Following the announcement, the-
some 60 persons in the court ap-

plauded and a number rushed for-

“ward to offer their congratulations. -
Capl. Gauthier, under arrest since’

Nov. 2. left the court unattended.

Major Ludovice Lavallee then was.

brought before tne court, set up to

vy five medical officers and four:

other ranks following ceriaimn irregu-

lavities in the medical examination:

of prospective army recruits.  He
was told that his tiiar would open

tomorrow when charges laid against.

him would he made pubtic.

Major Lavalee, 32, of Neuville, '

Quebec, 1s the third medical officer
1o stand trial,  The cases of the
soldicrs have been completad
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