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RCAF Str ren th
Is Now 125, 052
232 heh at Peak

** Otfawa; Oct. 4 (CP) -—-The RCAF
has been cut from its peak strength
of 232,585 to its present strength of

125,052 and release centres handled
jmore : ‘than 1,000 personnel a day
in September, Air Minister, GleOII
Fsald today in the Commuons. .

- ’I‘he peak ‘strength - which pro-
ixided ‘men for 48 ali-Canadian
I’squadrons overkess, was cut to"181,.'

'489 by -VE-Day, May 8, Col. Gibson.

; disclosed in presentmg his depart-
‘fmental egtimates. -

b - Betiween VE-Day; May 8 and ‘che .
off1c1a1 announcement. o£ V-Day, -
Aug. 14,717,556 personnel had. been |

‘retired whilg from V-Day.fo Sept
/30, 37,396 more left the seryice. '

(Durmg September 30,627 passed
-through. the -release centres - into.

{ smﬂia.n hfemmore than 1,000 a. day i
day wooue

'-“ “Fhe RCAF strength now was 124,

» ‘052 mads of 27,010 overseas and 96,
142 i Canata. ~Of these 28,071 were
awa1t1ng telease, -

“The big’ Cdmmonweallh 'I‘rammg

¢ Plan ‘whick ‘had 100 schools and 182
=z other units established across Can-|

:ada -during .the 'peak period, was|
seut to 29 -schools,.at VE-Day, 17 on

,,V-Day and only four major schools

5+now . remain open, pendmg opera-
tmn of-the-interim force.’

* Quts in. operational units . have

j been no less drastic. On’ VEDay
. .théere were 26 operational squadrons
; inpanada and 'oh’' Sept. 30 only nine
emalned: cmy five - of ‘the 24 -or-
Tigiiatc operatmnal statwns nr Can-

' ada remain opeén. - - 149

» g‘rom ;IEI;Day ];;o Oct. 1, 37 903, . : WAR
ersanne] ave ' beEn’ repatriate T .

! from overseas and “of thxspnumber. EURO?EAH
- B/455 - were, brought home m Sep-: . o 1939

tember, - - .. N S eAKADA
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