
RCAF Strength
Is Now 125,052;
232,585 at Peak

ottawa; Oct: 4 (CP).The RCAF.
`has= been -cut from its_peak strength
of 232,585 to its present strength of
;125,052 and release centres handled
Imore ahan 1,000 personnel a day
in September, Air Minister Gibson
'said, today in'ihe Commons.

. ; TbP, . �peak strength . which pro
,vided xnen for -48 all=Canadian
',squadrons overse`as,-was cut to'181,-'
'"489 .by-VFrl)ay, May. 8, Col : Gibson
disclosed in presenting his depart-
inental estbnates'.

	

-
` " Between VE-Day; May 8, and. the
official'' 'announcement. . of

	

V-Day,
Auk. :14,- 17,55ro personnel had . been -;

'retired, whip fxom
V-Day'

to Sept .
!'30, 37,396 more" - left the. service .
;During September 30,62'passed;'-:through.

the release centres - .into ;
i Niellian difie-Ymore :than- 3,000 a- day.

'- Tlio RCAF strength..now was .124,
'052; i~xlade"of , 27,M overseas and 96,-
%~42. in . C4hadm . Of these 28,071 were
awaiting release . "

	

-
The blg' C6mmonwealth Training

Plan hich'had'100 schools and 1i#2
other. units established across Can

=" .$da. -during" "the .peak period, was `
'_-cut to 29 , schoels,at VE-Day,"17 an~
"KV-Day And" only four major schools
-. .riow : remain open, ,pending opera-
Lion ° o ¬ -the -interim 'force'
'` Cuts . ih"'operational units ._haire
been no less drastic. On - .E--Pay

. there were 26 operational squadrons
-.1h Canada" and 'oin Sept. . 30 only nine e
igi'~iaT~- operatioreaf-stations im Can-
ada remain 'open.

	

'
From VE-Day to Oct. 1, 37,907.

personnel have _been' . repatriate&-t from overseas and~ - of this .number
6,455 - were . brought . home in Sep- , i
ternber. -


