
BackgroundofAirborneBattle
In 1939 the Canadian aircraft in-

dustry, moving easily, employed
about 5,000 people and produced a
total of 31 planes. At its '44 peak
it provided a gainful living for over
130,000 people and produced ap-
proximately 4,300 planes . World
war has made a relatively insignifi-
cant manufacturing business a
major factor in Canada's rise to
fifth greatest air power in the
world . In the last five and a half
years Canadian airfields havetrain-
ed more than 114,000 airmen who
have fought from Iceland to India,
and factories have produced more
than 13,000 combat training planes
for them to fly .
Although growing, pains have

been severe, the initiative and per-
severance of those who gave a
transfusion to formerly anemic air-
craft business has made possible the
phenomenal increase m output,
number of employees� capital in-
volved and floor space used.
Before the war the dozen or so

companies building planes waited
impatiently for an occasional gov-
ernment order to keep them m op-
eration . By 1938 Great Britain was
aware of the fact� that danger could
not be averted for long and looked
around for facilities for the manu-
facture of fighting aircraft. The re-
sulting contracts were instrumental
in saving Canada's aircraft factories
from complete unpreparedness the
following year .
But progress was extremely slow .

Skilled labor was not readily
available and changes in plans were
numerous . Most Canadians had
never seen an aircraft factory, let
alone work in one, and before the
drawings of a new plane had been
made, it had become obsolete, (a
situation which still prevails) . To

Canada's Outstanding Air Effort Owes Much to Pioneers
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The Lancaster
Another production story unfold-

ed when, in January,, 1942, it was
learned that Victory Aircraft at
Malton was to manufacture Lancas-
ter bombers for Britain . This .
achievement is one of the great
strides of the industry during this
war. The final drawings for the
project arrived from England in
April, 1942, and 16 months later the
Canadian Lancaster made its first
flight . Although there were 30,000
drawings to be interpreted and over
50,000 .parts to be manufactured, the
job was completed in record time .
Since the beginning of the war

Canada has produced the Anson V,
Cornell, Mosquito (DH 98),,Harvard,
Hurricane, Lancaster, Norseman,
PBY (Catalina) and Curtiss Hell-
diver, nearly 15,000 planes in all . .
Recently, in order to get more prac-
tical results from the huge national
investment in the aircraft industry,
and to step up production, fewer
types of planes have been manu-
factizred, mainly Mosquitoes,_ Lan-
casters and Helldivers. But - con-
tracts for the others are still run-

', ning out.

bush pilot taught Canada how 16
link steel with isolated mining and
lumbering camps of the north and
paved the way for the other men
of vision who followed .
Flying $oats and Gypsy Moths
By 1927 Canadian Vickers were

building flying boats, and in 1928
de Havilland set up a factory near
Toronto to make the Gypsy Moth-
a two-seater light airplane . In the
same year the Curtiss- Reid Com-
pany established themselves as
competitors, and in 1929 Fairchild
Aircraft Limited was formed to
produce planes to be used in Can-
ado's north . But it was not until
the Noorduyn Norseman appeared
in 1936 that the first airplane to be
designed, financed` and engineered
by a 100% Canadian effort was
completed.
"Such was the general picture .
when Canada's great aerial achieve-
ment began to roll in 1939. At the
close of 1944 it was no longer ap-
propriate to talk about the "infant
industry"-the phrase had served,
its usefulness but hardly described
a major export business which was
a powerful tool of war and an im-
portant factor in establishing Can-
ada as a world power.
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